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User (Prompt) ChatGPT Response

Let’s have a quiz. Please an- | Of course! I'm ready for the quiz.
swer in just one short sen-

tence.

Who discovered Cramer’s | Gabriel Cramer discovered Cramer’s rule in the 18th century.

rule?

When was the method | Gaussian elimination was first published by Carl Friedrich
known as Gaussian elimina- | Gauss in the early 19th century.

tion first published?

Who discovered Horner’s | William George Horner discovered Horner’s method in the

method? 19th century.
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GENERATIVE AI AND ACCURACY IN THE HISTORY OF
MATHEMATICS
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Abstract. Generative Al systems designed to produce text do so by drawing
on inferences made from training data, which may mean they reproduce factual
errors or biases contained in that data. This process is illustrated by query-
ing ChatGPT with questions from a history of mathematics quiz designed to
highlight the common occurrence of mathematical results being misattributed.
ChatGPT’s performance on a set of decades-old common misconceptions is
mixed, illustrating the potential for these systems to reproduce and reinforce
historical inaccuracies and misconceptions.
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